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We need your support!
Scan the QR Code and it will take you directly to our donation page. God Bless you all and thank 
you for your continued support of the wonderful things we are doing here at Shults Lewis.

HomeHome
WHER E HOPE WHER E HOPE F EEL S LIK EF EEL S LIK E

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted ...” — Psalm 34:18
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It is always a pleasure to connect with people who love children as we 
do!

In the business of non-profit childcare and trauma-focused treatment, 
there are highs and lows – We experience mountains and valleys.   We 
get our share of success and failure.   We learn, and we grow as an 
organization.  

“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose. “ - Romans 8:28

We know that we are a part of an opportunity that alters the lives of children in a beautiful way.  
My staff and I celebrate those moments.

Teenagers are interesting people: On the outside, they often give the appearance of being well-
put-together and having knowledge of all things to a greater depth than adults.  When I see that, 
I smile, because we know about the abuse history and their shattered hearts.  We are thrilled 
that Shults-Lewis is one of the places where a kid can come as they are, and where we meet 
them where they need to be.  We will give them love daily value them endlessly and show them 
respect that comes from the lifestyle of a Child of God.

Our numbers have increased, and we are super happy about it. We are here, ready to help 
brokenhearted teenagers who most people would not give a second chance. We are skilled and 
trained to provide trauma treatment for those children. We do our part, and God sets everything 
else in place.   

We still need your help to provide trauma treatment services to children who do not have the 
financial means to attend a treatment facility.  Sponsoring a child is a form of help that will make 
a huge difference. If you would like to help in this way, please feel free to give me a call. Also, we 
enjoy taking our kids out in the community to learn independent living skills and experience 
the world with supervision. You may help with that also if you’d like. This part of our program 
provides activities for our kids, so they have some normalcy, just like other kids. They have the 
beautiful Shults Lewis support from my team and me. We love serving children and finding ways 
to ease their sorrows.   

 Leo has been in our treatment program for 
two years. We had a positive impact on his 
progress with dealing with his trauma. I had 
the privilege of spending time with him and 
see how he has healed and matured since 
being with us. He has been reunited with 
his adoptive family. When he left he stated 
“thank you for everything you have done 
for me”.

Thank you for helping us with our mission 
and for making our vision possible for these 
young lives. We appreciate you taking this 
journey with us. Please pay for the children 
we serve and our treatment team.    We will 
forever be grateful. 

CHILD OF GOD
Johnnie Coley, Executive Director

johnniecoley@shultslewis.org

Shults-Lewis 
Child and Family Services



We recently had the opportunity to 
enjoy a meaningful history lesson here 
at our Christian children’s home. Our 
special guest, Mr. Eric Swope, shared 
the rich story of the Shults and Lewis 
families—something he has clearly 
spent a great deal of time researching 
and preserving. And judging by the 
stack of historical treasures he brought 
with him, we’re pretty sure he may 
know more about our history than 
some of us know about what we had 
for breakfast!

Eric, who works with our printing 
partner Apollo Printing, reminded 
us just how small and beautifully 
connected this world can be. He 
brought along incredible pieces from 
the past: old photographs, handwritten 
diaries, and even a well-worn Bible that 
once belonged to the Shults family. 
Through these special items, he helped 
bring their story to life in a way that 
made history feel personal and deeply 
meaningful.
He spoke about who the Shults and 
Lewis families were—not just as 
names we recognize today, but as real 
people. They were brothers and sisters, 
aunts and uncles, sons and daughters. 
They experienced joys and hardships 

and shared stories that were passed 
down through generations around 
family dinner tables. Some of those 
stories probably sounded a lot like 
our own families today—just with 
fewer smartphones and a lot more 
handwritten letters!

It’s easy to think of Shults-Lewis as 
simply a place or an institution, but this 
visit reminded us that it began with 
people—people who had a God-given 
vision to serve vulnerable children with 
love, compassion, and faith.

Today, that vision continues. The legacy 
of Shults-Lewis lives on through the 
work we do every day. It is a mission 
that impacts not only the children we 
serve, but also our house parents, staff, 
donors, and even the descendants 
of the Shults and Lewis families 
themselves.

We are honored to carry this legacy 
forward and grateful to Eric Swope for 
sharing these amazing pieces of history 
with us. Moments like these remind 
us that while times may change, God’s 
faithfulness—and the calling to care for 
children—remains the same.

HONORING 
THE 
LEGACY
OF 
SHULTS-
LEWIS 
THROUGH 
HISTORY 
AND FAITH
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They say there is nothing sweeter than coming home.  That is what it feels like being back here at Shults Lewis.  Having been a 
House Parent for several years, and the science teacher for close to 15, the sense of family is welcoming.  There have been some 
changes, but the heart of the program has not, and that is God’s love.  I look forward to being able to help the youth in our care 
through the time they are with us. As part of this new chapter, I will be stepping into the role of lead teacher, primarily teaching 
math and science classes, while also helping guide the overall flow of the school day.  

Back   WHEREWHEREBackBack  WHERE
THE HEART IS!

A Beautiful Legacy of Love and Generosity
At Shults-Lewis, we are continually reminded that acts of kind-
ness never truly end—they ripple outward, touching hearts 
and inspiring others in ways we may never fully see.

Recently, we were deeply moved by a gift from Mrs. Jolynn 
Smith, given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Lindsey, whose time as 
house parents at Shults-Lewis left a lasting impression. The 
Lindseys faithfully poured their hearts into the children they 
cared for, reflecting Christ’s love through patience, compas-
sion, and unwavering dedication.

Mrs. Smith shared in a heartfelt letter that she and her hus-
band were profoundly touched by the Lindseys’ example. 
Witnessing their genuine care for children planted a seed in 
their hearts—a desire to one day give back in a meaningful 
way. That seed grew into a beautiful act of generosity, as her 
husband thoughtfully included a donation to Shults-Lewis in 
his trust. Mrs. Smith carried out that wish with love, honoring 
both her husband and the Lindseys.

This story is a powerful reminder of the beauty found in do-
ing good. One act of kindness can inspire another, creating 
a chain of compassion that reaches far beyond what we can 
imagine. The Lindseys’ faithful service encouraged the Smiths, 
and now that generosity will continue to bless the lives of chil-
dren in need.

As we strive to live as the Lord calls us, may we remember that 
our actions matter. When we lead with love, compassion, and 
a giving spirit, we inspire others to do the same.

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” — Galatians 
6:9

May we continue to plant seeds of kindness, trusting God to 
bring forth a harvest that blesses generations to come.
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Planned Giving Opportunity 
REMEMBER THE CHILDREN IN YOUR FUTURE GIVING PLANS

Did you know there are meaningful ways to support Shults-Lewis while also receiving potential tax benefits? Individuals age 
70½ and older may be eligible to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly from their IRA to a qualified nonprofit 
organization such as Shults-Lewis.

A QCD allows eligible donors to give directly from their IRA without counting the distribution as taxable income, making it a sim-
ple and impactful way to support the mission you care about most. These gifts can help provide healing, hope, and Christ-cen-
tered care for the children we serve every day.

Many supporters also choose to remember Shults-Lewis in their wills, trusts, or estate plans, creating a lasting legacy that contin-
ues to bless children for generations to come.

If you would like more information about planned giving opportunities or IRA charitable gifts, please contact us. We would be 
honored to speak with you confidentially about ways to support the future of our ministry.
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BUILDING CONFIDENCE ON AND OFF THE COURT:BUILDING CONFIDENCE ON AND OFF THE COURT:
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This year, we are proud to celebrate a meaningful athletic 
achievement within our residential program. One of our 
residents, Leo, had the opportunity to join a local basketball 
team, embracing both the challenge and excitement that 
comes with being part of a competitive sport.

Throughout the season, Leo demonstrated remarkable 
commitment, attending practices, developing new skills, and 
learning the value of teamwork and perseverance. Balancing 
academics, treatment goals, and athletic responsibilities is no 
small task, yet he approached each day with determination 
and focus.

His hard work and dedication paid off in a significant way.  He 
earned a varsity letter. This accomplishment reflects not only 
his athletic ability, but also his consistency, discipline, and 
willingness to push through challenges. It’s a milestone that 
represents growth both on and off the court.

Beyond the recognition, being part of the basketball team 
provided opportunities to build confidence, strengthen peer 
relationships, and experience a sense of belonging within a 

larger community. These are the kinds of experiences that 
leave a lasting impact and help shape a positive path forward.

We are incredibly proud of Leo’s achievement and look forward 
to seeing how they continue to grow, both as an athlete and as 
an individual.

We all cheer, “G-O for the LE-O”We all cheer, “G-O for the LE-O”



A Year of Growth and 
Community at Shults-Lewis
As the school year comes to a close, we’re taking a moment to reflect on the growth, resilience, and accomplishments within our 
residential program over the past several months.

We are incredibly proud of our residents, who have worked hard to complete their classes and remain committed to their 
education. Beyond academics, many have made meaningful progress toward their treatment goals, demonstrating 
dedication, self-awareness, and perseverance throughout their therapeutic journeys. Family visits have continued 
to strengthen connections, offering encouragement and support that play such an important role in each 
resident’s success.

We have had eight youth enrolled in our program, each contributing to 
the sense of community that makes Shults Lewis so special. Together, 
we’ve shared not only challenges, but also many moments of joy and 
celebration throughout the year. In the fall, residents enjoyed a festive 
Halloween season filled with creativity and fun. They participated in 
trick-or-treating around campus, a pumpkin decorating contest, and a 
Halloween party with games and activities that helped build memories 
and strengthen friendships.

From there, the year continued with a warm and festive Christmas, made possible 
in part by the generosity of donations we are deeply grateful for, followed by ringing 
in the New Year, hosting a fun Valentine’s Day party, and celebrating Easter. Potlucks and 
shared meals have brought everyone together, strengthening bonds and creating a true sense of 
belonging.

In the Spring, our residents presented a play based on the book of Genesis, focusing on the story of Adam 
and Eve and their choice to eat the forbidden fruit. The production gave residents an opportunity to work 
together, build confidence, and take part in all aspects of bringing the story to life.  Beyond the performance, the 
experience encouraged reflection on themes of choice, responsibility, and personal growth in a meaningful and 
engaging way.

This season has also brought change. We’ve said goodbye to some house parents, whose impact we deeply appreciate. 
While we have not yet welcomed new team members into those roles, we remain committed to maintaining a stable, 
supportive environment for our residents. We’re also excited to have welcomed a new teacher, someone familiar to our 
community who previously worked with us, bringing both experience and continuity to our educational program.

Through it all, our focus remains on building a strong, compassionate environment where young people can grow, support 
one another, and develop the skills they need for the future.

Looking ahead, we’re excited for what’s to come. In the upcoming weeks, we will begin equine therapy, offering residents 
a new and powerful way to build trust, confidence, and emotional awareness. Summer is just around the corner, bringing 
opportunities for summer camp, swimming, and regular visits to the YMCA as we continue to emphasize physical health and 
wellness.

Thank you to everyone who has supported our program, through donations, time, and encouragement. Your impact is felt 
every day.

Here’s to a summer full of continued growth, connection, and opportunity.
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SHULTS LE WIS GROUPS
Over the past several months, we have been truly blessed to 
welcome many groups from different communities to our 
campus. These teams have generously given their time and 
hearts to serve alongside us in a variety of ways — from leading 
icebreaker games and spending meaningful time with our 
children, to completing acts of service such as cleaning sheds, 
pulling weeds, and helping care for our campus grounds.

Each visit, no matter how short, leaves a lasting impact. Beyond 
the projects completed, these groups bring encouragement, 
joy, fellowship, and the love of Christ to our campus. It is always 
a blessing to connect with individuals who feel called to serve 
and pour into the lives of our children and staff.

We are continually reminded that God works through willing 
hands and faithful hearts. The kindness, compassion, and 

servant leadership shown by these groups reflect Christ’s love 
in tangible ways, and we are deeply grateful for every person 
who has stepped onto our campus to serve. Their support 
strengthens our mission and reminds our children that they 
are valued, cared for, and surrounded by a community of faith.

We thank the Lord for each partnership and for all those He 
continues to lead to our campus. If your church is interested in 
visiting our campus to serve, fellowship, or make an impact on 
the lives of our children, we would love to connect with you. 
Please reach out to our Development Department today for 
more information on how you can get involved.
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Greetings!

What a blessing it is to see the beauty of spring returning to 
campus! The green grass, blooming flowers, and trees coming 
back to life are a wonderful reminder of God’s faithfulness 
and renewal. Jim and I have already been busy mowing the 
campus several times this season, and it has been a joy to see 
everything coming alive again.

We are especially excited to welcome a volunteer group 
from DeMotte Christian School arriving tomorrow to spend 
a few days on campus helping with landscaping projects 
and building improvements. We are grateful for their servant 
hearts and look forward not only to working alongside them, 

but also spending time together and building relationships 
during the evenings.

We have also begun our annual Church Commodities pickups 
for 2026. Our next pickup will take place on Thursday, May 
7th, in the Indianapolis area and surrounding communities. 
These trips are always a blessing, as they give us the 
opportunity to visit Churches of Christ throughout Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa, while connecting with 
the generous supporters and friends who faithfully partner 
with us in this ministry.

As we look ahead to the warm, sunny days of summer, we 
are thankful for all God continues to do on our campus and 
through the people He brings into our lives. We would love for 
you to come visit us sometime and experience it for yourself!

Blessings

A Message from the
Facilities/
Maintenance
Supervisor
Don Jones, Facilities/Maintenance Supervisor

CHRISTMAS TIME
We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone 
who supported Shults-Lewis during the Christmas season. 
Through the generosity of churches, businesses, organizations, 
and individuals, our children experienced a Christmas filled 
with joy, love, and unforgettable memories.

Because of your kindness, our kids were able to set aside the 
hardships of their past, even if only for a moment, and simply 
enjoy the excitement and wonder of Christmas morning. The 

gifts, donations, and acts of generosity reminded them that 
they are deeply cared for and loved by a community willing to 
be the hands and feet of Christ.

Your support did far more than provide presents under a tree 
— it brought hope, encouragement, and the true spirit of God’s 
love into the hearts of our children. We are incredibly thankful 
to every person who gave sacrificially to make this season so 
special.



HONORS

Alan Bain
The Nolan Family

Bain Family
Beverly Martin

Billy & Jackie Hutchens
The Nolan Family

Brian Langdon
Steven & Heidi Christenberry

Eileen Banfill
Don & Nancy Christenberry

Jackman-Harris-Pobocik 
Family
Donald & Jennifer Harris

Jesus
Gerold & Jane Bohm

John G "Uncle Jack" 
Vermillion
Merry Christmas
Phil & Cassie Vermillion

Johnnie Coley
Dave & Kathy Hogan
Seth Ablordeppey
Ms. Jenkins

Josephine Burdette
Ms. Burgess

Margaret Hutchens
The Nolan Family

Mr & Mrs James W. 
Vermillion Sr
Phil & Cassie Vermillion

Northwest Church of Christ
The Nolan Family

Roger & Becky Weaver
Ryan Weaver

Ron Losher
Rob & Karen Losher

Ruby Black 99th Birthday
Ms. Burgess

Mr & Mrs McGinness
Cleone McGinness

Virginia Hoadley
Tom Hacker
Ms. Garcia
Tim & Gina Kelsven
Ms. Olejarz
Stephania Vaughn

MEMORIALS

Abby Royalty
Gwen Royalty

Alex Dabrowski
Marion Lake
Patricia Lake

Alison Johnson
Alan & Michelle Bain

Anthony Perkins
The Nolan Family
Laurie Wonsil

Bea Oberholzer
Rob & Sheri Salley

Ben Hayes
Tom & Frances Vaughn

Bertha O’Rourke
Jim & Sue Kamradt

Beth Frump
Terry & James McCarthy

Betty Ann Losher
Rob & Karen Losher

Betty Munsell
Ted & Joyce Terhune

Bill & Nell Erickson
Nancy Erickson

Bill Curry
Cooksville Church of Christ
Tom & Frances Vaughn

Bill Hezlep
Tom & Frances Vaughn

Bob & Vivian Nolan
Laurie Wonsil

Bruce Sullivan
Maureen Curtis

Carl & Evelyn Laidler
Frank & Sharon DeFranceschi

Carl Stamper
Martha Bouman

Clara Mae Coley Foster
Michelle Sykes

Clyde & Beatrice Vaught
Jim & Jin Lei Vaught

Darrell Hutchens
Laurie Wonsil

Dave & Cindy Royalty
Gwen Royalty

David Foster
Ann Eifler

Diane Foster
Metro Church of Christ

Doris “Jeanne” Kilgore
Ernie & Ginny May

Dorothy Croffoot
Collinsville Church of Christ
Alex & Joan Jeal

Emily Young Chinn
Don & Nancy Christenberry

Eunice Foutch
Jim & Eddie Vermillion

Everett & Flavia Tate
Tates Auto Body Specialist, 
Inc

Florence Marlow
Ryan Weaver

Gabriel Nolan
The Nolan Family

Gene Nally
Gene & Judy Nally

Gerald Perrett, Sr.
Joe & Lynda Goldman
Chuck & Pam Shepard
Laura Perrett
Glenn Sherman
Kevin, James, lee Goldman
Ms. Petrillo

Glenn & Dee Martin
Lawrence & Linda Watson

Hayley Mae Allen
Ralph & Bernice Dingess

Harold Mathis
Mr & Mrs Ausra
Hollenbeck
Gail & Mary Lou Peterson
Dan & Pam Schuck

Harry & Jean Dimpfl
Mark & Cindy Dimpfl

Heidi Royalty
Gwen Royalty

Honors & Honors & 
Remembers...Remembers...

Shults-Lewis
       Faith.
    Family.
Future.
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Hiram & Leah Hayes
Tom & Frances Vaughn

Jack Clark
Cooksville Church of Christ

Jannette Montgomery
Ann Eifler

Jean Royalty
Gwen Royalty

Jeanne Kilgore
Don & Nancy Christenberry
Ms. Jozwik
Lake Orion Church of Christ
Ms. Winstanley

Jim & Lois Harrington
Jim & Debbie Arnett

Jim & Nell Chamblee
George & Jeanne Price

Jim & Vivian Avey
Greg & Ruth Rutledge

Jim Coleman
Ted & Joyce Terhune

Jimmie & Lorene Smith
Gwen Royalty

John Parker
Ms. Parker

Joseph Hoadley
Tim & Gina Kelsven

Juana Price
Dale & Paula Berlin

Judy Kohn
Steven & Heidi Robbins

Kyle & Elizabeth 
Engelbrecht
Gwen Royalty

Larry Bouman
Martha Bouman

Larry Lowe
Linda Lowe

Larry Ray
Chris & Ana Jarrett

Lawrence Moebs
Mary Moebs

Lianne Lang
Greg & Ruth Rutledge

Lilly Royalty
Gwen Royalty

Mark & Joyce Harmon
The Nolan Family
Laurie Wonsil

Mary Ann Watters
John & Sharon Kirtland

Mary Motsinger
Martha Bouman

Mary Evelyn Ladd
Ms. Goodman
Mr. Krapp
Ms. Larsen
Ms. Menerey
Mrs. Scanlon
Ms. Schafer
Ms. Shulick

Mel Englebrecht
Gwen Royalty

Norma Areia
Ann Eifler

Oral & Louise Hallett
Greg & Ruth Rutledge

Patcy Ashby
Gretchen Bleicher

Patrica Burnside
Bill Burnside

Paul Frampton
Tom & Darlene Hawkins

Phil McCullough
Ed & Jill Martin

Phillip McGuire
Maxine Foster

Ralph & Birdie Anderson
Tom & Frances Vaughn

Rhonna Baird
Ann Eifler

Robert Nolan
The Nolan Family

Roger & Sandra Villines
Maureen Curtis

Ron Losher
Rob & Karen Losher

Ronald Curtis
Maureen Curtis

Ruby Bradd
Phil & Cassie Vermillion
Alex & Joan Jeal

Ruby Royalty
Gwen Royalty

Staci (Curtis) Adams
Maureen Curtis

Summer Nicole Quinn
Martha Bouman

T. Ivajean “Jimmie” Hackert
Charles & Thelma Hackert

Thelma Harrington
Jim & Debbie Arnett

Theol Jackson
Donald & Jennifer Harris

Joe & Virginia Hoadley
Ms. Miller

Virginia Roberts
Lois Besson

Ward & Ruth Sullivan
Maureen Curtis

William & Beatrice Dugger
Phillip & Christine Jarski

William & Marie Priebe
Unity Foundation of LaPorte 
County

Wrigley Smith
Gwen Royalty

Memorial/Honor Gift Certificate
This gift of $                               is given

r In Memory          r In Honor of 

By: 	 Name:

	 Address:

	 City/State/Zip:

Please send acknowledgment to:

	 Name:

	 Address:

	 City/State/Zip:

	
Shults-Lewis Child & Family Services • PO Box 471 • Valparaiso, IN 46384
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HIRING
If you feel called to make a lasting impact in the lives 
of children, we invite you to apply to become a House 
Parent at Shults-Lewis. Join us in providing a safe, loving, 
Christ-centered home where healing and hope can 
grow. Apply today — or if you know someone who may 
feel led to serve in this role, please help connect them 
with us and email us at sarawatts@shultslewis.org

Celebrating 70 Years
ON JUNE 16TH (1956)

Celebrating 70 Years
ON JUNE 16TH (1956)


